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Background: Moses and the Israelites are standing of the soil of opportunity. 

They are on the verge of taking possession of the promised land. Forty years 

earlier they had stood on this same soil, yet forfeited God’s promise because 

of their unbelief. And so the first 3 chapters of Deut are Moses exhortation to 

trust the Lord. He does this in 2 ways: First, He reminds them of the folly of 

their forefathers who failed to trust in the Lord and died in the wilderness 

instead of entering the promised land—that’s chapter 1. Now, in chapters 

2&3 Moses reminds them of God’s former victories and urges them to trust 

in the Lord for future battles.  

So the dominant theme of chapters 2&3 is this: Look to God’s faithfulness in 

past victories for confidence to trust Him in the battles ahead. Now, because 

our passage is so long (2 chapters), we are not going to read in all at one 

time, so let me give you a summary of what’s happening in these chapters. In 

order for the Israelites to approach the promised land, they had to pass 

through 5 different inhabited areas, and God had given them specific 

directions as to how they should do that.  

1. Edomites: Do not provoke them to war. 

2. Moabites: Don’t provoke them to war. 

3. Ammonites: Don’t provoke them to war. 

4. Sihon, King of Heshbon: I’ve given him into your hand. Content 

with him in battle.  

5. Og, King of Bashan: I’ve given him into your hand. Content with 

him in battle.  

 

True to God’s Word, the Israelites utterly defeated Sihon and Og, wiping out 

their entire kingdoms.  

 

Moses is reminding the Israelites of these recent victories over Sihon and Og 

and urging Israel to be confident that God will do the same with the future 

battles required to take possession of the land. The end of chapter 3 is a good 

summary of our passage as Moses encourages his successor, Joshua, to lead 

the people by faith into the promise land.  

(Deut 3:21-29) “I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, ‘Your eyes 

have seen all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings; so 

the LORD shall do to all the kingdoms into which you are about to 

cross. 
22 

Do not fear them, for the LORD your God is the one fighting 

for you.’ 
23 

“I also pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 
24 

‘O 

Lord GOD, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and 

Your strong hand; for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can 

do such works and mighty acts as Yours? 
25 

Let me, I pray, cross over 

and see the fair land that is beyond the Jordan, that good hill country 

and Lebanon.’ 
26 

But the LORD was angry with me on your account, 

and would not listen to me; and the LORD said to me, ‘Enough! Speak 

to Me no more of this matter. 
27 

Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift up 

your eyes to the west and north and south and east, and see it with 

your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan. 
28

But charge 

Joshua and encourage him and strengthen him, for he shall go across 

at the head of this people, and he will give them as an inheritance the 

land which you will see.’ 
29 

So we remained in the valley opposite 

Beth-peor.” 

Key Insight: We can exert our faith in God on the basis of God’s faithfulness. 

In other words, we can anticipate the future with full confidence in God, 

because of His faithfulness in the past. Recalling God’s previous victories 

bolsters confident faith in God for future battles.  

The most profound sense of God’ faithfulness is His faithfulness to Himself. 

That is, God is always faithful to the unchanging perfections of His own 

character. In other words, God’s faithfulness is governed by His own 

attributes and Word. 2 Tim 2:13—“If we are faithless, He remains faithful, 

for He cannot deny Himself.”  

God’s faithfulness is not arbitrary. God is not just faithful on the basis of 

some external principle or universal law out there somewhere. God is not 

faithful to us because we deserve it or because He owes us anything. God is 

not obligated to bless us but He is obligated to treat us in a manner that is 

consistent with His own character and promises.  

Don’t miss the implications of what I am saying. This means that God’s 

faithfulness not only includes His providential care of us, but also His 



promise to bring judgment on sin. In other words, by being true to Himself, 

God’s faithfulness will not only reward obedience with blessing but also 

render discipline on disobedience.  

So the faithfulness of God should not only strengthen our faith in God, but 

also lead us to the fear of God.  

� God will be faithful, so we should trust Him!  

� God will be faithful, so we should fear Him! 

 

From Deut 2 & 3, I want to show you 4 examples of God’s faithfulness to His 

own character.  

1. God is faithful to the integrity of His own Word (2:1-23). 

What God says, He will—in fact, He must—do.  

We see this in Israel’s encounters with Edom, Moab, and Ammon.  

a. Edom (vs. 2-5)  And the LORD spoke to me, saying, 
3 
‘You have 

circled this mountain long enough. Now turn north and 

command the people, saying, “You will pass through the 

territory of your brothers the sons of Esau who live in Seir; and 

they will be afraid of you. So be very careful; 
5 
do not provoke 

them, for I will not give you any of their land, even as little as a 

footstep because I have given Mount Seir to Esau as a 

possession. 

The reason God gives Israel to not fight against Edom is that He 

has given their land to the descendants of Esau and He will not 

go back on His word. If Israel seeks to take their land, they will 

come under the opposition of God rather than the blessing of 

God because God must be true to Himself—He must be true to 

what He has said and purposed to do.  

b. Moab (vs. 9)  Then the LORD said to me, ‘Do not harass Moab, 

nor provoke them to war, for I will not give you any of their land 

as a possession, because I have given Ar to the sons of Lot as a 

possession.’ 

c. Ammon (vs. 19)
  
When you come opposite the sons of Ammon, do 

not harass them nor provoke them, for I will not give you any of 

the land of the sons of Ammon as a possession, because I have 

given it to the sons of Lot as a possession.’ 

What we are seeing here is that the faithfulness of God to His own 

word determines what nations Israel is not allowed to attack in war. 

They can’t just go attack anyone and be guaranteed that God will 

bless them because God is “faithful to Israel.” If they want God to 

bless them, they must stay within the boundaries of God’s will and 

purpose because God will always be faithful to what He has 

purposed and said He will do.  

We can exercise our faith in God with confidence because He is 

always faithful to the unchanging perfections of His character and 

Word. We can trust God to do what He says He will do, because He 

is always faithful to Himself.  

2. God is faithful to the generosity of His own grace (2:7). 

 

I want you to see how much of God’s grace you don’t normally see. 

 

In vs. 5-6 God told Israel not to fight against Edom. Rather they were 

to buy food and water from them. We know from Numbers 20, that 

the king of Edom refused to let them pass through his territory, so 

Israel backed down and took a longer route around. But the point is 

that they were not to plunder their neighbors, because God supplied 

their needs. 
 
For the LORD your God has blessed you in all that you 

have done; He has known your wanderings through this great 

wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you; 

you have not lacked a thing.”’ (2:7) 

 

What’s so amazing about this verse is not just that God was faithful 

to provide for their every need for 40 years so that they never lack a 

single thing. What’s so amazing is that of these 40 years of God’s 

consistent, gracious generosity, 38 of were the result of God’s 

discipline.  

 



Deut 2:15 describes their time in the wilderness as a time when the 

Lord was “against them:” (2:15), Moreover the hand of the LORD 

was against them, to destroy them from within the camp until they all 

perished. 

 

Yet even when the hand of God was against them in discipline, He 

was so generous to them with His grace that vs. 7 says that they were 

blessed and never lacked a thing! God was with them even when He 

was against them. God cared for them even when He disciplined 

them.  

 

How is it that God should be so faithful to them? How is it that God 

should be so gracious to them? Certainly it’s not because they 

deserved it! God was gracious to them and blessed them with perfect 

faithfulness because He is always faithful to the perfections of His 

own character. God was gracious to them because He is a gracious 

God.  

 

Life Principle: The quality of your life is not determined by our 

circumstances but by your response to God in those circumstances.  

 

What I see in vs. 7 is that there is a constant flow of grace to us. If 

God’s grace sustains us even we are under His hand of discipline, 

that gives me much hope. God’s grace is always accessible.  

 

The Israelites remained rebellious, stiff-necked, ungrateful and 

unbelieving during those wilderness years. What if they had turned 

with repentance to God in gratitude and faith? His grace was already 

there, all along. It wouldn’t have changed the consequences of their 

sin, but it would greatly impacted the quality of the lives.  

 

Let me ask you a question: Are you making progress in your faith? 

Are you making progress in trusting God?  

 

You say, “but what if I trust God and my circumstances don’t turn 

out for the better?” That’s ok, because the value of your 

circumstances is determined by your response to God in those 

circumstances, not by how you circumstances turn out.   

 

God intends that everything in a believer’s life can have an edifying 

effect. How can trials, testing, affliction, and suffering be beneficial 

to me?  

� prove the genuineness of our faith (I Peter 1:6-7) 

� strengthen our faith with perseverance (James 1:2-4) 

� shape godly character (James 1:2-4) 

� sanctify us (Rom 8:28-29) 

� teach us obedience (Heb 5:8) 

� demonstrate God’s sufficiency (Deut 8:2-4), power (Ex 6:6-

6), peace (Phil 4:6-7), etc.  

� teach humility (Deut 8:2) 

 

If you go on refusing to trust God, the quality of your life will be 

some combination of frustration, anger, discouragement, conflict, 

and shallowness… 

 

But if you will turn your eyes to God and open your heart to His 

grace, in the midst of your circumstances you will discover the depth 

and riches of God’s presence, sufficiency, grace, wisdom, 

compassion, truth, and joy. 

 

This is why a moment by moment attitude and practice of 

thanksgiving is is so essential; it makes us sensitive to the constant 

free flow of God’s grace toward us.  In every circumstance, God 

looks for a heart of absolute dependence on Him and confident trust 

in Him.  

 

3. God is faithful to the authority of His universal sovereignty 

(2:24-3:3). 

 

There is no other authority for God to be faithful to other than 

Himself.  

 



One of the awesome realities that we cannot miss in Deut 2 & 3 is 

that God is sovereign over the nations. Rulers rise and fall by His 

hand. This should strengthen our faith: we can trust Him because He 

is faithful to exercise His authority as the sovereign Lord.  

 

Deut 2:24-37 describe how Israel overcame Sihon, King of Heshbon 

by the hand of the Lord. (vs. 24-36), 
 
‘Arise, set out, and pass 

through the valley of Arnon. Look! I have given Sihon the Amorite, 

king of Heshbon, and his land into your hand; begin to take 

possession and contend with him in battle. 
25 

This day I will begin to 

put the dread and fear of you upon the peoples everywhere under the 

heavens, who, when they hear the report of you, will tremble and be 

in anguish because of you.’ 
26 

“So I sent messengers from the 

wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbon with words of 

peace, saying, 
27 

‘Let me pass through your land, I will travel only on 

the highway; I will not turn aside to the right or to the left. 
28 

You will 

sell me food for money so that I may eat, and give me water for 

money so that I may drink, only let me pass through on foot, 
29 

just as 

the sons of Esau who live in Seir and the Moabites who live in Ar did 

for me, until I cross over the Jordan into the land which the LORD 

our God is giving to us.’ 
30 

But Sihon king of Heshbon was not 

willing for us to pass through his land; for the LORD your God 

hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in order to deliver 

him into your hand, as he is today. 
31 

The LORD said to me, ‘See, I 

have begun to deliver Sihon and his land over to you. Begin to 

occupy, that you may possess his land.’ 
32 

“Then Sihon with all his 

people came out to meet us in battle at Jahaz. 
33

The LORD our God 

delivered him over to us, and we defeated him with his sons and all 

his people. 
34 

So we captured all his cities at that time and utterly 

destroyed the men, women and children of every city. We left no 

survivor. 
35 

We took only the animals as our booty and the spoil of 

the cities which we had captured. 
36 

From Aroer which is on the edge 

of the valley of Arnon and from the city which is in the valley, even to 

Gilead, there was no city that was too high for us; the LORD our God 

delivered all over to us. 

 

� vs. 24: God purposed to give Sihon into Israel’s hand before 

the battle began. 

� vs. 25: God put the dread and fear of Israel on its enemies 

� vs. 30: God hardened king Sihon’s heart 

� vs. 31: The Lord gives Sihon over to Israel 

� vs. 33: “The Lord our God delivered him over to us, and we 

defeated him…” 

�  vs. 36: “The Lord our God delivered all over to us” 

 

Israel’s victory over Sihon was not just a matter of military might; It 

was the result of God’s sovereign reign over the nations. 

 

In chapter 3 Israel turns to face king Og of Bashan: (3:1-3) “Then we 

turned and went up the road to Bashan, and Og, king of Bashan, 

with all his people came out to meet us in battle at Edrei. 
2 
But the 

LORD said to me, ‘Do not fear him, for I have delivered him and all 

his people and his land into your hand; and you shall do to him just 

as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.’ 
3 
So 

the LORD our God delivered Og also, king of Bashan, with all his 

people into our hand, and we smote them until no survivor was left. 

 

Vs. 11 informs us that king Og was also a giant: (vs. 11) (For only 

Og king of Bashan was left of the remnant of the Rephaim. Behold, 

his bedstead was an iron bedstead; it is in Rabbah of the sons of 

Ammon. Its length was nine cubits and its width four cubits by 

ordinary cubit.) (13.5 by 6 ft) Yet even Og’s greatness was miniscule 

before the sovereign Lord. 

 

But not only did Israel overcome Sihon and Og by the hand of the 

Lord, we know from 2:21-22 that when God gave the Edomites and 

Amonites their land, they too overcame giants in the land by the 

hand of the Lord.  

 

Note that God is not just reigning over godly nations. The Moabites 

and Ammonites were not righteous nations. Yet even they, like all 



nations, owe their existence to the God who is sovereign over history 

and nations.
1
  

 

4. God is faithful to the severity of His holiness (2:34; 3:3).  

 

There’s an unsettling amount of blood in these chapters from the 

warfare against Sihon & Og: (2:34; 3;3) So we captured all his cities 

at that time and utterly destroyed the men, women and children of 

every city. We left no survivor. So the LORD our God delivered Og 

also, king of Bashan, with all his people into our hand, and we smote 

them until no survivor was left. 

 

How do we account for God utterly wiping out entire civilizations? 

God is being faithful to the perfections of His own character of 

holiness. God is using Israel as an instrument of judgment against 

ungodly nations, wiping them completely out, ensuring that the 

people of Israel will inhabit a land undefiled by idolatrous worship 

and pagan ways.   

 

God’s holiness ultimately demands the death of the ungodly, and 

God has the right to demand that judgment at any time. God will be 

faithful to Himself, as holy, in bringing judgment against sinners.  

 

This is why the gospel is so essential! God will be faithful to bring 

judgment against all sin, because He is holy. That means that your 

sin will come under God’s judgment in one of two ways. Either 

God’s judgment will fall on you for your sin or it will fall on Christ. 

If God’s judgment falls on you, it means the eternal torment of hell. 

If God’s judgment for your sin falls on Christ, it means that all that is 

left for you is an eternity of God’s gracious blessing of heaven.  

 

Whether God’s judgment falls on you or on Christ depends on 

whether or not you will put your trust in Christ. 

 

                                                           
1
 Adjith Fernando, pg. 91. 

The idea that somehow your good can outweigh your bad is 

completely unfounded. It is completely contrary to the Bible. It is a 

lie. There is no cosmic moral scale to be found. Just God and He will 

be faithful to perfections of His character. If you are in Christ, His 

faithfulness is governed by His grace. But if you are in sin, His 

faithfulness is governed by holy judgment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


